
Best Practice Provision of 
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City of Charles Sturt 



Why this study?  

ÅChange will happen 
(urban consolidation)  

ÅBest practice 
considerations 

ÅResearch based directions 

ÅBasis for negotiation 

ÅLocal Government 
influence  

 



Issues Facing Local Government 
ÅState 30 Year Plan  
ü Urban Infill along Transit 

Corridors ς Transit Oriented 
Developments  

ü High density development to 
minimise infrastructure costs 

 

ÅCurrent State 
Development Plan 

ü Up to 12½% open space 

ü Greenfield vs. Brownfield  
 

ωEnsuring quality places 

 



Charles Sturt Planning 

Diverse development 
across the City 
ïBowden Urban Village 

ïAAMI stadium 

ïWoodville West 

ïTransit corridors 

 



The Partnerships 
ÅLocal Government Research and Development 

Scheme 

ÅSteering Group 

ïCouncils (Port Adelaide Enfield, Salisbury, 
Onkaparinga, Adelaide, Marion)  

ïState Govt (DPLG, ORS, F&C, IDC) 

ïDevelopment (LMC, PIA)  

ïMetropolitan Local Government Group  

ÅCharles Sturt Council 



Understand Charles Sturt 
Character 
- Open space provision and location 
- Character of proposed development 
areas 

Undertake Research 
- Best practice 
- Open space benefits 
- Internet research, reports, consult, case 
studies 

Demand and Supply Analysis 
- Trends in higher density areas 
- City of Charles Sturt (whole) 
- Development areas 

Identify Principles and 

Guidelines 
 
- Provision 
- Design 
- Maintenance 
 

3 stage Open Space Planning 

Guide 
 
-Open Space Framework 

-Precinct Planning 

-Design 
 

Research Findings Summary 

Case Studies 
 

-Global examples of best 

practice 

-Critical factors and 

common principles 

Study Approach 



Findings: Best Practice Provision 

Ábh ΨƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭΩ 

ÁNeeds based 

ÁGenerous, diverse, balance 

ÁQuality, robust, functional 

Á!ŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ 

ÁConnections 

ÁOpen space with a purpose 

ÁProximity (3-5 mins, 250m) 

ÁTransport and commercial links 

 

 

 



Findings: Best Practice Design 

ÁDesign considerations: 

 
Quality 
Walkability 
Flexibility 
Diversity 
Safety 
Surveillance 
Innovation and creativity 
Integrated play 

 

Landscape 
Active edges 
Amenity 
Shade, sun, light 
Built environment 
Commercial connections 
Shared-use 
Integrated Urban Design 
 



Benefits of Open Space 

Á The benefits of public open 
space are high and greater 
where private open space is 
limited 

Á Social benefits: 
ï Less stress, physical activity, 

health, mental well being, 
connected communities, 
reduced crime 

Á Ecological benefits: 
ï Temperature, air filter, less 

noise, reduced carbon, wildlife 

Á Economic benefits: 
ïProperty values, tourism, 

reduced health costs, worker 
productivity 

 



Á30-50% open space (some communal) 
ÁWide paths (3-4m) 
ÁWide verges ς up to 12m 
ÁWide central road verges (4m) 
ÁWide roads and building offsets 
ÁPlazas and parks 
ÁQuality and integrated building design 
 



Principles and Guidelines 

 Provision 

 
ÁForward planning 

ÁEquitable distribution (250m) 

ÁQuality and function 

ÁDefined purpose 

ÁActivated recreation 
 

 



Principles and Guidelines 

 Provision 

 
ÁAmenity provision 

ÁWalkability 

ÁCommunity heart 

ÁTransport links 
 



Principles and Guidelines 

 Design 

 

ÁHuman experience & provision 
of amenity 

ÁSocial & community activation 

Á Integration & compatibility 

ÁAdaptability & transformation 

ÁDiversity 

ÁAccess & connectivity 
 



Principles and Guidelines 

 
Design 

 

ÁQuality & durability 

ÁProximity & frequency of use 

ÁUrban context & built form 

ÁNature & landscape 

ÁLandscape & amenity 

ÁUniversal principles & 
guidelines 



Principles and Guidelines 

 Management 

 

ÁQuality infrastructure &  
maintenance 

ÁResident impact management 

ÁManagement of spaces 

ÁStormwater management 

ÁCrime prevention 

ÁTransport management 



Planning Guide 

ÁReinforces generous provision  

ÁOutlines planning stages 
ÁOpen Space Provision Framework 

ÁPrecinct Plan 

ÁMaster Plan  

 



HIGH DENSITY OPEN SPACE 
PROVISION FRAMEWORK 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
 12.5% is currently the amount prescribed by legislation to be allocated as public open space in a development of over 20 allotments. 

 Contributory Open Space could be private communal spaces, secondary connections, streetscapes etc. 

 Open Space for Sport (District level) should be located within 5 km of the development site. 

 

                    Primary Open Space                                     Contributory Open Space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

          Organised Sport Open Space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ 
 

+ 
 

Development Site District Context 

12.5% minimum public open space 
(equivalent to approximately one 
hectare / 1,000 people) 

Additional negotiated open space using 
performance based standards equivalent 
to approximately one hectare / 1,000 
people 

Additional one hectare per 1,000 people 
at a district level for sports hubs and 
facilities to cater for future populations 

Developer Provision State/Local Provision 

= 
3ha / 
1,000 
people 



Key Outputs 

ÁBackground Report 
ÁResearch Findings 

ÁCase Studies 

ÁDemand and Supply Analysis 

ÁLegislative Framework 

ÁFinancial Framework 

ÁPrinciples and Guidelines 

ÁPlanning Guide 
ÁOpen Space Framework 

ÁPlanning Examples  
ÁKilkenny 

ÁAAMI stadium  

 

 


